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  Outline of Acts 

 
I. The Early Christian Community (1:1-26) 

A.  Commission of Witnesses and Jesus’ Farewell (1:1-14) 
1.   The Prologue (1:1-2) 
2.   Setting: Jesus’ Farewell and Commission (1:3-8) 
3.   Jesus’ Ascension (1:9-11) 
4.   The Primitive Congregation in Jerusalem (1:12-14) 

B.   Reconstitution of the Twelve (1:15-26) 
 
II. The Mission of Testimony in Jerusalem (2:1-8:4) 

A.  Appeal to All Israel (2:1-3:26) 
1.   The Pentecost Event: Baptism in the Spirit (2:1-13) 
2.   Pete r’s Discourse to Assembled Israel (2:14-36) 
3.   Reaction to Peter’s Discourse (2:37-41) 
4.   First Major Summary: Unified Community Life (2:42-47) 
5.   Peter’s Miracle in the Temple (3:1-11) 
6.   Peter’s Temple Discourse (3:12-26) 
 

B.  Life and Trials of the Primitive Jerusalem Community (4:1-8:4) 
1.   Peter and John before the Sanhedrin (4:1-22) 
2.   The Prayer of Jerusalem Christians (4:23-31) 
3.   Second Major Summary: A Sharing Community (4:32-35) 
4.   Individual Examples of Christian Conduct (4:36-5:11) 
5.   Third Major Summary: A Caring Community (5:12-16) 
6.   Further Persecution of the Apostles (5:17-42) 
7.   Community Restructured: Commission of the Seven  (6:1-7) 
8.   Testimony of Stephen (6:8-7:1) 
9.   Stephen’s Discourse (7:2-53) 
10. Reaction to Stephen’s Testimony: His Martyrdom (7:54-8:1a) 
11. Further Persecution in Jerusalem (8:1b-4) 

III. The Mission of Testimony in Judea and Samaria (8:5-40) 
1.   Philip in Samaria Encounters Simon (8:5-25) 
2.   Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch on the Gaza Road (8:26-40) 

IV. The Word is Carried Further: Testimony Even to Gentiles (9:1-14:28) 
A.  The Persecutor Becomes a Christian Witness (9:1-31) 

1.   The Call of Saul (9:1-19a) 
2.   Saul’s Preaching and Problems in Damascus (9:19b-25) 
3.   Saul’s First Visit to Jerusalem (9:26-31) 

B.  Peter Initiates the Mission to Gentiles (9:32-11:18) 
1.   Peter’s Miracles in Lydda and Joppa (9:32-43) 
2.   Conversion of Cornelius and His Household in Caesarea (10:1-11:18) 

a)   Cornelius’ Vision (10:1-8) 
b)  Peter’s Vision (10:9-16) 
c)   Welcome for Messengers from Cornelius (10:17-23a) 
d)  Peter’s Testimony in Cornelius’ House (10:23b-48) 
e)   Peter’s Self-Defense at Jerusalem (11:1-18) 



 
 
 
 
 

C.  Spread of the Word to Gentiles Elsewhere (11:19-12:25) 
1.   Greeks in Antioch Evangelized by Barnabas (11:19-26) 
2.   Prophet Agabus and the Collection for Jerusalem (11:27-30) 
3.   Herod’s Prosecution of James and Peter; Herod’s Death (12:1-23) 
4.   Summary and Lucan Suture (12:24-25) 

D.  Paul’s First Missionary Journey to Gentiles in Asia Minor (13:1-14:28) 
1.   Mission of Barnabas and Saul (13:1-3) 
2.   Evangelization of Cyprus (13:4-12) 
3.   Evangelization of Pisidian Antioch; Paul’s Discourse (13:13-52) 
4.   Evangelization of Iconium (14:1-7) 
5.   Evangelization of Lystra and Derbe (14:8-20) 
6.   Paul’s Return to Antioch in Syria (14:21-28) 

V. The Jerusalem Decision about Gentile Christians (15:1-35) 
1.   Prehistory (15:1-2) 
2.   Convocation and Peter’s Appeal to Precedent (15:3-12) 
3.   James’ Confirmation and Proposals (15:13-21) 
4.   The Jerusalem Letter to Local Gentile Churches (15:22-29) 
5.   Aftermath of the Jerusalem Decision and Letter (15:30-35) 

VI. Paul’s Universal Mission and Testimony (15:36-22:21) 
A.  Paul’s Further Missionary Journeys (15:36-20:38) 

1.   Paul and Barnabas Differ and Separate (15:36-40) 
2.   Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (15:41-18:22) 

a)   In Derbe and Lystra: Timothy as Companion (15:41-16:5) 
b)  Paul Crosses Asia Minor (16:6-10) 
c)   Evangelization of Philippi (16:11-40) 
d)  Paul in Thessalonica and Beroea (17:1-15) 
e)   Paul Evangelizes Athens; at the Areopagus (17:16-34) 
f)   Paul Evangelizes Corinth; Haled before Gallio (18:1-17) 
g)  Paul Returns to Antioch (18:18-22) 

3.   Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (18:23-20:38) 
a)   Apollos in Ephesus and Achaia (18:23-28) 
b)  Paul in Ephesus and Disciples of the Baptist (19:1-7) 
c)   Paul’s Evangelization of Ephesus (19:8-22) 
d)  Riot of Ephesian Silversmiths (19:23-41) 
e)   Paul Leaves for Macedonia, Achaia, and Syria (20:1-6) 
f)   Paul Revives Eutychus at Troas (20:7-12) 
g)  Paul’s Journey to Miletus (20:13-16) 
h)  Farewell Discourse at Miletus (20:17-38) 

B.  Paul in Jerusalem (21:1-22:21) 
1.   Paul’s Journey to Jerusalem (21:1-16) 
2.   Paul Visits James and the Jerusalem Presbyters (21:17-25) 
3.   Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem (21:26-40) 
4.   Paul’s Discourse to the Jerusalem Crowd (22:1-21) 

VII. Paul Imprisoned for the Sake of Testimony to the World (22:22-28:31) 
A.  Prisoner in Jerusalem and Testimony There (22:22-23:22) 

1.   Paul Taken to Roman Headquarters; the Roman Citizen (22:22-29) 
2.   Paul Brought before the Jerusalem Sanhedrin (22:30-23:11) 
3.   Plot of Jerusalemites to Kill Paul (23:12-22) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

B.  Prisoner in Caesarea and Testimony There (23:23-26:32) 
1.   Transfer to Caesarea (23:23-35) 
2.   Trial before Governor Felix (24:1-21) 
3.   Imprisonment of Paul at Caesarea (24:22-27) 
4.   Before Governor Festus Paul Appeals to Caesar (25:1-12) 
5.   Festus Invites Agrippa to Listen to Paul (25:13-27) 
6.   Paul’s Discourse before Agrippa and Festus (26:1-23) 
7.   Reactions to Paul’s Discourse (26:24-32) 

C.  Prisoner in Rome, Testimony and Ministry There (27:1-28:31) 
1.   Departure for Rome (27:1-8) 
2.   Storm at Sea and Shipwreck (27:9-44) 
3.   Paul Spends the Winter on Malta (28:1-10) 
4.   Paul’s Arrival in Rome and House Arrest (28:11-16) 
5.   Paul’s Testimony to Prominent Jews of Rome (28:17-31) 


